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Form Type (after Ashby 

2006,  2007) 

Description Date Range 

 

 

1a Small triangular or round-backed, single-

sided combs with iron rivets. Small in size, 

generally 5-10cm in length. 

c. late 4th -6th 

Century 

 

 

1b !"#$$%&'(()*+,-%-sided combs, with 3 or 4 

connecting plates. Iron rivets.  Variable in 

size, generally 10-15cm in length. 

Late 4th- 8th 

Century 

 

 

1c !.*,/-0#12%&'()*+,-%-sided composite  

combs.  Short, with toothplates extending 

beyond the comb back to form a decorative 

field.  Diverse ornament.  Iron rivets.  Small 

in size, generally 7-10cm in length. 

5th-8th Century 

 

 

2a Single-sided composite combs with 

connecting plates of flattened, rectangular 

section, usually made of split ribs. Iron 

rivets.  Variable in size, generally between 7 

and 15cm in length. 

5th-8th Century 
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2b Hogbacked combs, with connecting plates of 

shallow convex section and concavo-convex 

3$45*-%6(457%+(8*7/(!8*+,%&'(4$(ornamental 

endplates. Iron rivets.  Generally between 10 

and 20cm in length. 

5th-8th Century 

 

 

2c Long, triangular, single-sided composite 

combs. Iron rivets. Generally between 10 and 

15cm in length. 

c. 8th 9 9th Century 

 

 

3 Handled and asymmetric combs, with either 

an uncut toothplate billet forming a 

handhold, or a handle formed from a slotted 

antler tine, or a pair of bone plates. Iron 

rivets.  Variable in size, generally between 10 

and 20cm in length. 

8th-11th Century 
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4 Crudely manufactured, straight, flat mounts 

with 2, 3, or 4 widely-spaced iron rivets 

:;#1<$%,4$')(!$*=%7%&(>4?+7)').  Most 

examples have connecting plates between 10 

and 15cm long, though length appears to 

vary in relation to the number of rivets.  

10th-12th century 

 

 

5 Long single-sided combs with iron rivets and 

shallow connecting plates (Ambrosiani A).  

Large in size, generally 15-25 cm in length. 

9th-mid-10th 

century 

 

 

6 Short single-sided combs with iron or 

copper-alloy rivets, and deep connecting 

plates (Ambrosiani B).  Small in size, 

generally 10-15cm in length. 

10th-11th century 

 

 

7 Long, irregular single-sided combs with iron 

rivets and deep connecting plates.  Variable 

size; examples are known up to 32cm in 

length. 

10th-11th century 
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8a Long and short single-sided combs with iron 

rivets and connecting plates of triangular 

cross-section  Variable size, generally 10-

20cm in length. 

10th-12th century 

 

 

8b Long and short single-sided combs with iron 

rivets and connecting plates of trapezoidal 

cross-section.  Variable size, generally 10-

20cm in length. 

10th-12th century 

 

 

8c Long and short, straight, undecorated  single-

sided combs, with iron rivets and connecting 

plates of hemispherical cross-section.  

Variable size, generally 10-20cm in length. 

11th-13th century 

 

 

9 Long and short single-sided combs with 

copper-alloy rivets and/or plating.  Variable 

size, generally 10-20cm in length. 

late 10th 9 13th 

century 
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10 Usually short, double-sided combs with 

denticulate endplate-profiles, iron or bronze 

rivets, and differentiated, graduated teeth.  

Variable size, generally 10-20cm in length. 

4th- 5th Century 

 

 

11 Short, tall double-sided combs with iron 

rivets and undifferentiated, graduated teeth.  

Variable size, generally 10-15cm in length. 

6th-8th Century 

 

 

12 Long, narrow double-sided combs with iron 

rivets and undifferentiated, ungraduated 

teeth.  Variable size, generally 10-20cm in 

length. 

6th-9th Century 

 

 

13 Finely-cut double-sided combs of diverse 

form, with copper-alloy rivets and 

differentiated teeth.  Very variable in size, 

between 5 an 15cm in length. 

12th-15th Century 
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14a One-piece double-sided combs, often 

produced in ivory or elk antler, and featuring 

a limited range of ornament (may be 

undecorated).  Usually c.5 -7cm in height, 

but some examples are over 10cm.  Their 

$%-#7*4+)/*3(8*7/(4?7-@*+,6(-#$,%$(!)3%1*#-(

3?$34)%'(%A#>3-%)6()?1/(#)(7/%(14>0(5$4>(

the tomb of St Cuthbert, is unclear. 

11th 9 early 15th 

Century 

 

 

14b One-piece, double-sided combs with 

differentiated teeth and minimal decoration, 

usually with a lentoid or lozengiform section.  

Generally small, 4-7cm in length. 

15th-18th Century 

 

 

14c Variable in size and form, but always 

displaying elaborate (figural, vegetal or 

zoomorphic) ornament.  Frequently in the 

Romanesque style. 

c.11th -13th 

Century 
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